Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.166; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.5.
Related literature
For general background, physical properties and synthesis of poly(p-phenylenevinylene) derivatives (PPVs), see: Trad et al. (2006) . For related structures, see: Huang et al. (2011); Watanabe et al. (2005) . chlorine atoms are in trans position with respect to the benzene substituted group. All atoms of the compound (MBzCl) lie in the same plane, the largest deviation being 0.0563 (28) Å for atom C9, except the two chlorine atoms and the carbons of the phenyl of the benzyloxy group. Some selected bond lengths are given in table 2 and agree with those reported for similar compounds (Huang et al., 2011; Watanabe et al., 2005) . A strong intramolecular hydrogen bond C7-H7A···O1 is observed (table 1). In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-H···Cl hydrogen bonds link molecules of (MBzCl) into chains which propagate along [010] as shown in Fig. 2 .
Experimental

The compound 1-benzyloxy-2,5-bis(chloromethyl)-4-methoxybenzene (MBzCl) was prepared in two steps: a mixture of 4-methoxyphenol (10 mmol), benzylchloride (15 mmol) and K 2 CO 3 (20 mmol) was added to 10 ml of DMF and was heated under stirring at 353 K for 24 h. The product, 1-benzyloxy-4-methoxybenzene (MBz), was purified by recrystallization from ethanol and was obtained as white powder.Yield: 95%; mp 346 (2) K. In a next step, a suspension of (MBz) (10 mmol) and paraformaldehyde (50 mmol), in a mixture of glacial acetic acid (20 ml) and 37% hydrochloric acid (10 ml), was left to stir for approximately 20 h at room temperature. The resulting mixture was then poured into distilled water. The product (MBzCl) was extracted with dichloromethane and recrystallized from ethanol as colorless needle-like white crystals. Yield: 40%; mp: 388 (2) K.
Refinement
All H atoms were refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.96 (CH 3 ), 0.97 (CH 2 ), 0.93 (C Ar H) Å and U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C), 1.2 U eq (C) and 1.2 U eq (C) respectively. The molecular structure of the title compoud MBzCl with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability.
Computing details
Figure 2
The lattice framework of the title compound MBzCl, showing molecules linked through weak intermolecular C-H···Cl hydrogen bonds to form chains which propagate along [010]. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
1-Benzyloxy-2,5-bis(chloromethyl)-4-methoxybenzene
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Cl1 0.01947 (9) 0.37837 (6) 
